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Visit Now >>

Yukari Iwatani Kane/The Wall
Street  Journal

A Battle Looms for the Overhead Bins
As airlines prepare to start
collecting fees on checked luggage,
they are also getting ready to strictly
enforce limits on carry-on baggage,
worsening the battle for overhead-
bin space.

¥ Forum:  Will you pay to check bags, or
pack light?

¥ Podcast:  Scott McCartney on the
baggage cops

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

Singapore
From a coconut
milk curry soup to
deliciously rich
unchurned Indian
ice cream, reporter
Yukari Iwatani
Kane on exploring
the culinary side of
the culturally

diverse Asian city.
¥ Photos:  Singapore's street food gems

 
HEARD IN ASIA 

Ctrip.com Is Cleared to
Take Off
China's travel industry, which has
boomed in recent years, isn't faring as
well it had hoped this Olympics year.
Still, some analysts think this is a good
time to tap into Ctrip.com, the country's
top online-booking provider.

 
TRAVEL WATCH 

A Real Green Getaway
The Lodge Kura Hulanda & Beach Club,
on the island of Curacao in the
Caribbean, has opened its new Tree
House Mansion for rent . . . a Marriott
Resort in Miami is offering women ages
14 and up low seasonal tee-time rates . .
. and more.

 

China Travel Feels a Chill
The Olympic
Games were
supposed to make
2008 a banner
year for travel to
China. But the
massive

earthquake in Sichuan province, ethnic
unrest in Tibet, new visa restrictions,
rising inflation -- and even the prospect
of the Olympic Games themselves --

HIDEAWAYS & HAVENS

Short breaks
of three to four
days are easy
to do in Asia -
- and alluring,
given the
array of

cultures around the region. But what
if you've already hit the well-trodden
destinations? From the mystical aura
of Indonesia's ancient temples to the
hidden delights of Seoul to the
beaches of Langkawi, here are some
easy-to-reach places -- whether
you're seeking a respite from
everyday life or stretching a business
trip into some time for yourself.

Plus, Asia's golf courses get greener,
dosa pulls some weight in Chennai,
and take a proper pub crawl through
Sydney's historic rocks district.

¥ Read More From Weekend
Journal Asia (2 MB pdf)

 
INDUSTRY NEWS

Orbitz to Refund Some of
Ticket Prices
Orbitz has launched a new "Price
Assurance" policy to reimburse some
customers who buy airline tickets and
then see the price of those seats fall.
The move comes amid slower growth
and competition from Expedia and
Priceline.

 

Continental Cuts Deeply in
Ohio, Texas
Continental Airlines spelled out service
reductions, with its hub operations in
Houston and Cleveland bearing the brunt
of the cuts.
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Italy's Lake Country
WSJ's Finicky Traveler Laura
Landro visits the Villa Feltrinelli
on Italy's...

Michelin Guide for Foodies on a
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Michelin Director Jean-Luc
Naret speaks with Kelsey
Hubbard about how to dine...

Open Skies Fuels Carrier
Competition
L'Avion CEO Marc Rochet
discusses the new "open skies"
agreement between the...

Tourism Holds Steady in San
Francisco
San Francisco is poised for
another strong year of tourism
following a record...
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TRAVEL WATCH

A Real Green Getaway

By MARSHALL CROOK

June 17, 2008; Page D2

The Lodge Kura Hulanda & Beach Club, on the island of Curacao in the Caribbean, has opened
its new Tree House Mansion for rent. The Tree House Mansion is a 1,312-square-foot luxury
suite built on wooden stilts about eight feet off the ground and offers an open-air living room and
two air-conditioned bedrooms each with a four-poster king-size bed with mosquito netting, flat-
screen TV, and a full bathroom. The mansion sleeps four people. Rates start at $1,000 a night. For
a less-luxurious treetop experience, the lodge also provides a basic Tree House for $100 a night.
Guest access the tree house through a ladder and sleep in a full-size safari tent that has a king-size
bed, nightstands and working lights, minirefrigerator and television. On the ground is the
bathroom, featuring a shower, sink and toilet. Visit www.kurahulanda.com.

Miami Slice

June is American Express Women's Golf month and the Doral Golf Resort & Spa, a Marriott
Resort in Miami, is offering women ages 14 and up low seasonal tee-time rates now through June
30. All of the resort's five golf courses are available for $30 a person. Courses include the Great
White, Dorval's Red Course and the Blue Monster, the site of the World Golf Championships-CA
Championship for the past two years. Guests can also attend the onsite Jim McLean Golf School
at regular rates. Visit www.doralresort.com or call 305-592-2030 to arrange a golf reservation.
Note: reservations can't be made more than five days in advance.

Texas Spa Package

The Lake Austin Spa Resort in Austin, Texas, recently named the No. 1 Destination Spa in North
America by the readers of CondŽ Nast Traveler magazine, is offering a three-day breakaway
offer: buy two nights, get the third night free. Guests who arrive on a Sunday or Monday and stay
in Premier Accommodations as part of a two-night resort, refresher or ultimate package will
receive their third night at no additional cost. Packages include three gourmet meals a day, fitness
classes, a spa and fitness allowance on refresher or ultimate packages, and more. The resort also
offers boat cruises, kayaking, hydrobiking and more. This deal is available through Dec. 26;
rooms must be booked by Sept. 15. Rates start at $1,310 per person for the entire stay. Visit
www.lakeaustin.com.

Briefs:

Travelzoo has launched a section of its Web site featuring a list of special Fourth of July-related
deals. Deals are updated regularly. Visit www.travelzoo.com/July4th for information.

Write to Marshall Crook at marshall.crook@wsj.com
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